MEDIA RELEASE 5 October 2026

Christians Reflect on Scripture and Antisemitism

More than 900 Christians worldwide have joined Bat Kol International over recent months to
consider responsible reading and teaching of Scripture amid rising antisemitism, in an online
seminar series titled “Ancient Texts for Our Troubled Times”.

Across three sessions from June to September, renowned biblical scholar Amy-lJill Levine,
Professor Emerita at Vanderbilt University, guided Christian educators, clergy and
parishioners through the Gospels’ Jewish and historical contexts, focusing on:

e Jewish practice and belief as essential for understanding Jesus and Paul;
e the persistence of antisemitism in preaching and teaching; and
e understanding and addressing Supersessionism.

Bat Kol International hosted the series with sponsorship from the Congregation of the Sisters
of Our Lady of Sion and the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, supported by the Australian
Council of Christians and Jews and the National Council of Jewish Women Australia.

Julien Fradette, Co-Chair Bat Kol International, called the project both a blessing and a
challenge. “Dr Levine assists Christians to embrace the Jewish roots of their faith, address
Christianity’s tragic history of antisemitism and chart a way forward,” he said.

Seminar participants joined from more than 30 countries, predominantly from the USA,
Australia, Canada, Great Britain and the Philippines.

The three-part series - including recorded videos and reading lists - is now freely available on
the Bat Kol International website. Teachers, clergy and leaders are encouraged to use the
material in their work to strengthen Jewish-Christian relations and address antisemitism.

Further information: W: batkolinternational.org | E: admin@batkolinternational.org

About Bat Kol International

Bat Kol International is an association of educators and pastoral personnel from around the
world advancing the Christian study of Scripture in its Jewish context. Inspired by Vatican Il
and drawing on Jewish sources, it supports biblical studies, foster respectful relationships and
helps dismantle antisemitic prejudice.

Contact: Elizabeth Young
Vice Chair, Bat Kol International.
E: admin@batkolinternational.org
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